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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1/25/10 
has been entered. 

Declaration under 37 C.F.R § 1.131 

The declaration filed on 1/25/10 under 37 CFR 1.131 has been considered but is 
ineffective to overcome the Gomez (US 7,144,322) reference. 

The evidence submitted is insufficient to establish a conception of the invention 
prior to the effective date of the Gomez (US 7,144,322) reference. While conception is 
the mental part of the inventive act, it must be capable of proof, such as by 
demonstrative evidence or by a complete disclosure to another. Conception is more 
than a vague idea of how to solve a problem. The requisite means themselves and 
their interaction must also be comprehended. See Mergenthaler v. Scudder, 1897 
CD. 724, 81 O.G. 1417 (D.C. Cir. 1897). The relied upon evidence of conception fails 
to provide a description or adequately disclose support for the claimed limitation of "a 
measuring module measuring a count that is a number of times said special symbol in 
each of said reels of said reel display module passes through at least one of said 
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regions while the reel display module is in the changing display state showing the 
spinning of the reels". The relied upon evidence as best can be understood, merely 
provides support for the measuring (i.e. counting) of a special symbol at a certain point 
of time upon the reels, such at the end of a reels spin wherein the reels are displayed in 
a static state. The evidence showing proof of conception does not provide support for 
the limitations pertaining to the counting of the special symbols while the reels are 
spinning or are in a changing reel state. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-7, 15-23, 31-39, 49, 50 and 54-56 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Gomez (US 7,144,322). 

As per claim 1 , Gomez discloses: 

a reel display module having plurality of reels and providing a changing 
display state of a plurality of types of symbols in a plurality of regions, the 



changing display state showing a spinning of the plurality of reels, and a static 
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display state of said changingly displayed symbols in said regions, at least one of 
said symbols being a special symbol; (Gomez teaches a slot machine that 
implements a symbol drop down game wherein the video display shows a typical 
5x5 reel type game wherein the reels (i.e. columns), constantly change, (i.e. spin) 
and are updated with new symbols to provide a changing display state. The 
display also provides a static display state that is provided before the reels are 
evaluated for matches) (7:24 - 37) 

a measuring module measuring a count that is a number of times said 
special symbol in each of said reels of said reel display module passes through 
at least one of said regions while the reel display module is in the changing 
display state showing the spinning of the reels (Gomez discloses multipliers that 
measure the amount of times symbols or groups of symbols pass through or are 
displayed in the display regions. Each time a symbol or a group of symbols are 
displayed and evaluated, the multiplier increments by one (1x) (10:37 - 48); 
a game points determining module determining game points to be awarded to a 

player based on said measured count; (10:37 - 48) and 

count display modules, each of which correspondingly display said count for one 

of said plurality of said reels, said count being measured by said measuring module in 

association with each of said plurality of regions (1 0:37 - 48, Fig 5);. 

As per claim 2, further comprising a selection module selecting at least one of 

said symbols to be changed to said special symbol (10:49 - 65). 
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As per claim 3, wherein said game points determining module calculates said 
game points to be awarded to said player using said measured count as one variable 
(10:31 -48). 

As per claim 4, wherein said one variable is a sum of a plurality of said measured 
counts, each of said measured counts being a number of times said special symbol is 
displayed in one of said regions (10:31 -48). 

As per claim 5, wherein said game points determining module determines said 
game points to be awarded to said player by using said measured count to look up a 
table set up ahead of time to associate said count and said game points to be awarded 
(10:31 -48). 

As per claim 6, a special region in said reel display module; and said count being 
a number of times said special symbol is displayed in said special region in at least said 
changing display state (1 0:37 - 48). 

As per claim 7, wherein said special region is a payline in said reel display 
module (the 5x5 matrix has pay lines that are determined by where the matching 
symbols are located, either vertically or horizontally). 

As per claim 15, further comprising a special region determination module 
determining, through random selection, a position for said special region in said reel 
display module; wherein said randomly selected special region is displayed in said reel 
display module (the symbols that fall into the open spots are randomly determined as 
are the regions that are previously vacated by the randomly matching symbols). 
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As per claim 16, wherein said special region determining module determines said 
special region through random selection when said special symbol is displayed in said 
changing display state (the symbols that fall into the open spots are randomly 
determined as are the regions that are previously vacated by the randomly matching 
symbols). 

As per claim 17, 

a reel display module having plurality of reels and providing a changing 
display state of a plurality of types of symbols in a plurality of regions, the 
changing display state showing a spinning of the plurality of reels, and a static 
display state of said changingly displayed symbols in said regions, at least one of 
said symbols being a special symbol; (Gomez teaches a slot machine that 
implements a symbol drop down game wherein the video display shows a typical 
5x5 reel type game wherein the reels (i.e. columns), constantly change, (i.e. spin) 
and are updated with new symbols to provide a changing display state. The 
display also provides a static display state that is provided before the reels are 
evaluated for matches) (7:24 - 37) 

a storage module storing a count that is a number of times said special 
symbol of each of said reels of said reel display module passes through at least 
one of said regions while the reel display module is in the changing display state 
showing the spinning of the reels; (Gomez discloses multipliers that measure the 
amount of times symbols or groups of symbols pass through or are displayed in 
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the display regions. Each time a symbol or a group of symbols are displayed and 
evaluated, the multiplier increments by one (1x) (10:37-48); 

a game points determining module determining game points to be 
awarded to a player based on said stored count; (10:37 - 48) and 

count display modules, each of which correspondingly displaying said 
count for each of said reels, said count being stored by said storage module in 
association with each of said plurality of regions. (1 0:37 - 48, Fig 5). 

As per claim 18, further comprising a selection module selecting at least one of 
said symbols to be changed to said special symbol (10:49 - 65). 

As per claim 19, wherein said game points determining module calculates said 
game points to be awarded to said player using said stored count as one variable 
(10:31 -48). 

As per claim 20, wherein said one variable is a sum of a plurality of said stored 
counts, each of said stored counts being a number of times said special symbol is 
displayed in one of said regions (10:31 -48). 

As per claim 21 , wherein said game points determining module determines said 
game points to be awarded to said player by using said stored count to look up a table 
set up ahead of time to associate said count and said game points to be awarded 
(10:31 -48). 
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As per claim 22, further comprising: a special region in said reel display module; 
and said count being a number of times said special symbol is displayed in said special 
region in at least said changing display state (10:31 -48). 

As per claim 23, wherein said special region is a payline in said reel display 
module (the 5x5 matrix has pay lines that are determined by where the matching 
symbols are located, either vertically or horizontally). 

As per claim 31 , further comprising a special region determination module 
determining, through random selection, a position for said special region in said reel 
display module; wherein said randomly selected special region is displayed in said reel 
display module (the symbols that fall into the open spots are randomly determined as 
are the regions that are previously vacated by the randomly matching symbols). 

As per claim 32, wherein said special region determining module determines said 
special region through random selection when said special symbol is displayed in said 
changing display state (the symbols that fall into the open spots are randomly 
determined as are the regions that are previously vacated by the randomly matching 
symbols). 

As per claim 33, 

providing a changing display state of a plurality of types of symbols in a 
plurality of regions of a reel display module, the changing display state showing a 
spinning of a plurality of reels, and a static display state of said changingly 
displayed symbols in said regions of said reel display module, at least one of said 
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symbols being a special symbol; (Gomez teaches a slot machine that 
implements a symbol drop down game wherein the video display shows a typical 
5x5 reel type game wherein the reels (i.e. columns), constantly change, (i.e. spin) 
and are updated with new symbols to provide a changing display state. The 
display also provides a static display state that is provided before the reels are 
evaluated for matches) (7:24 - 37) 

storing a count that is a number of times said special symbol of said reel 
display module passes through at least one of said regions while the reel display 
module is in the changing display state showing the spinning of the reels; 
(Gomez discloses multipliers that measure the amount of times symbols or 
groups of symbols pass through or are displayed in the display regions. Each 
time a symbol or a group of symbols are displayed and evaluated, the multiplier 
increments by one (1 x) (1 0:37 - 48); 

determining game points to be awarded to a player based on said stored 
count; (10:37-48) and 

displaying correspondingly to each of reels of said reel display module 
said stored count in association with each of said plurality of regions (10:37 - 48, 
Fig 5). 

As per claim 34, further comprising the step of selecting at least one of said 
symbols to be changed to said special symbol (10:49 - 65). 
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As per claim 35, further comprising the step of calculating said game points to be 
awarded to said player using said stored count as one variable (10:31 - 48). 

As per claim 36, wherein said one variable is a sum of a plurality of said stored 
counts, each of said stored counts being a number of times said special symbol is 
displayed in one of said regions (10:31 -48). 

As per claim 37, wherein said game points determining step comprises the step 
of looking up a table set up ahead of time to associate said count and said game points 
to be awarded (10:31 -48). 

As per claim 38, wherein said count is a number of times said special symbol is 
displayed in a special region in said reel display module in at least said changing 
display (10:31 -48). 

As per claim 39, wherein said special region is a payline in said reel display 
module (the 5x5 matrix has pay lines that are determined by where the matching 
symbols are located, either vertically or horizontally). 

As per claim 49, wherein said game points determining module calculates said 
game points to be awarded to said player using said stored count as one variable 
(10:31 -48). 

As per claim 50, wherein said game points determining module determines said 
game points to be awarded to said player by using said stored count to look up a table 
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set up ahead of time to associate said count and said game points to be awarded 
(10:31 -48). 

As per claim 54, further comprising: a total display module for displaying a total of 
the counts displayed by the count display modules (Gomez discloses multipliers that 
measure the amount of times symbols or groups of symbols pass through or are 
displayed in the display regions. Each time a symbol or a group of symbols are 
displayed and evaluated, the multiplier increments by one (1x) (10:37 - 48). 

As per claim 55, wherein said game points determining step comprises the steps 
of: determining a total count as the sum of stored counts for each reel of said reel 
display module; and multiplying the total count by a total bet (Gomez discloses 
multipliers that measure the amount of times symbols or groups of symbols pass 
through or are displayed in the display regions. Each time a symbol or a group of 
symbols are displayed and evaluated, the multiplier increments by one (1x) (10:37 - 
48); 

As per claim 56, wherein: counting for said count begins after said special region 
is determined (Gomez discloses multipliers that measure the amount of times symbols 
or groups of symbols pass through or are displayed in the display regions. Each time a 
symbol or a group of symbols are displayed and evaluated, the multiplier increments by 
one (1x) (10:37 -48). 



Application/Control Number: 10/658,086 Page 12 

Art Unit: 3714 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 4/28/09 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The Applicant argues that Gomez does not teach "measuring module measuring 
a count that is a number of times said special symbol in each of said reels of said reel 
display module passes through at least one of said regions while the reel display 
module is in the changing display state showing the spinning of the reels" (emphasis 
added). As described in the Specification, this count represents, for example, the 
number of times the special symbol passes the payline while the reels are spinning. See 
Specification, p. 16, lines 1-7. Also claimed in claims 6, 7, 22, 23, 38, and 39. It is 
respectfully submitted that Gomez does not disclose at least this feature of the presently 
claimed invention. " 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees and states that as claimed, Gomez does 
teach a changing display that shows a spinning of the reels and a counting of the 
symbols while the display is in the changing state (i.e. changing display when symbols 
randomly drop down from above and are evaluated and then removed from the display 
screen (i.e. changing/spinning again) and are counted by means of a multiplier count 
mechanism). Thus, as can be seen by the above interpretation, Gomez does indeed 
anticipate the claimed invention. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ROSS A. WILLIAMS whose telephone number is 571- 
272-591 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ronald Laneau can be reached on 571-272-6784. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/R. A. W./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3714 



/Ronald Laneau/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3714 
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